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John (a curate in Newcastle. Staffs.) married Nicola at
her home parish in Manchester in May. John's father,
tile Revd David Austerberr%, preached the sermon; we
give the text below. The service began with the words of
Pope John Paul II to interchurch families at York in
1982, and continued with an act of reconciliation and an
affirmation of our baptismal faith (including the renewal
of baptismal promises as in the Easter vigil). At the end
of the Liturgy of the Word came the sermon, followed
by the giving of a Bible, the marriage rite and the
Liturgy of the Eucharist. Only Nicola received
communion; John received a blessing. They had decided
to go ahead with the celebration of their marriage in the
context of mass, although John had been refused
communion. John's father's sermon is a very moving and
powerful reflection on their situation. The service ended
with the blessing and lighting of the marriage candle,
and .John and Nicola with their parents lighting the
congregation's candles to symbolise Christ's love in their
marriage being shared among all - another echo of the
Easter vigil. `Receive this light as a sign of our
marriage. Christ is our light.’
There was a wedding at Trafford Park in Manchester.
The mother of Jesus was there. and Jesus and members
of his Church were guests also.
Yes, like that unknown ample at Cana in Galilee
nearly 2000 years ago, Nicola and John have invited
Jesus as a guest to their wedding. He is here to ,hare in
our joy as Nicola and John. give themselves to each
other in marriage.
Our celebrations are under way. Led by Nicola and
John we have renewed our baptismal vows with joy and
enthusiasm, for we are all Jesus' disciples and we all
rejoice in this. Our celebration, have got off to a good
start. We are all one in Christ.
But calamity upon calamity the wine has given out.
We don't all belong to the same christian tradition -some
of us are Roman Catholic, sonic Anglican. .Methodist
and some are from other christian traditions. We cannot
,hare the wine of the Eucharist.
At Cana Jesus' mother said to hint. "They have no
wine left." Evervone shared her concern and so do we.
But Jesus answered. "Your concern, mother, is not
mine. My hour has not yet come." What was he
meaning? Was he saying that it was their own fault for
not preparing enough and that they were not ready to

hear him yet? What is he saying to us in our predicament of
finding that we have no wine, that we find ourselves
belonging to different christian traditions'? Is he saying
that we have created these traditions and that we
don't seem ready to hear him yet.
But his mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he
tells you." Jesus tells them to fill up the stone jars.
used for the rites of purification, with water. They must
have been nearly empty after washing the feet of all
those guests. It seems that today. having recalled our
own washing in the waters of Baptism. our water jars
are getting low - we are empty vessels.
"Fill them" says Jesus. Fill them to the brim with all
the treasures of your own Christian tradition, with all
the Christian experience you have had in your lives,
with all the suffering you feel as a result of your
separation. Fill them to the brim at Jesus' command
do not leave anything of your baptismal experience
out.
Only when we have done this will be able to draw
out at Jesus' command, and taste the water turned
into wine. Then will our shared baptismal experience
be turned into a shared eucharistic experience and we
will realise that we have left the best wine to last.
Nicola and John as you make your marriage vows to
each other, do whatever Jesus tells you. Those water
jars stand empty. At our Lord's command fill them with
all your Christian experience.
You each have a rich experience in your families, in
your churches, in your Christian upbringing. Pour all
that into those water jars.
Pour in the joy of Christian study. of Christian
friends. and of Christian caring.
Pour in the fruits of your Christian devotion, of your
bible reading. and of your prayer.
Pour in everything, both of you, of your own
individual Christian experience.
Fill those jars to the brim. Then in your home. in your
family life. in your work, whenever you draw out from
those jars, you will taste the new wine that Jesus has
prepared for you.
Don't be bound by tradition, that is the old wine
which seems to taste good until the new wine
prepared for us by Jesus is tasted.
You have invited Jesus to your wedding and he is
here with us. He will go with you through your married
life.
All of us who arc here today give you this Bible. In
these pages you will find Jesus, through them he will
speak to you and guide you.
But take particular notice of the advice that Mary 'lave to
the servants at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, for she gives
that same advice to you both: "Do whatever HE tells you.

